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streets against eager but untrained Nationalist militia. At
the outset this was the main story of the terrible fight for
Oviedo, where Colonel Aranda held out in the city for two
and a half months, his garrison of four thousand men being
reduced to little over six hundred able-bodied men before
he was relieved.

The Reds, in the first days of the movement, had man-
aged to rush the outworks of the town, and day after day-
spent their time trying, by blowing down house after
house, to work their way to the centre of the city.   As in
the famous rising of 1934, the cathedral was the mam
objective of attack and, as m that rising, the cathedral
held out with its immensely thick walls and its com-
manding fire and enabled the Reds to be pushed back.
In revenge, In their last desperate attacks, aided by
columns of Russians and other foreigners, they trained
their artillery on the cathedral, and by constant shelling
razed its great tower level with the roof of the nave.
The whole district round Oviedo is a terrible medley of
mountain spurs and ravines, worse even than round Bilbao,
and this explains the protracted fierceness of the struggle
for the city.

94